
Module:       PT 20 A-Developmental Disabilities

Instructor:   Karen A. Boriack, RN, BSN, M.Ed.

              Professor of Nursing

Description:  This course explores the nature of developmental      
    disabilities. It begins with an examination of the     
    components of the AAIDD definition of “mental 
 
    retardation”. It reviews the principles and 
 
 
    processes of human genetic inheritance. It then 
 
    proceeds to focus on the classification, causes, 
 
    diagnostic features, and preventative measures for 
    representative developmental disabilities from the 
    following broad areas: genetic disorders; 
 
 
    non-genetic biological disorders, and disorders 
 
    linked to psychosocial and environmental factors. 

              Finally, it introduces students to the Human 

              Genome project and the concepts associated with 

              genetic counseling and gene therapy as they relate 

              to mental retardation.

Textbook:     Understanding Mental Retardation (2004) Ainsworth, 

              Patricia & Baker, Pamela 
 
    

              Selected Hand-outs

Suggested 

Supplies:     notepaper (notebook or loose binder paper)
              3-Ring binder (3+ inch recommended)

              high-lighter pens

              3X5 index cards (to create flashcards)

              stapler

              pens/pencils/erasers

              scantron answer sheets

Course 

Hours:        0930-1100, 1115-1245, and 1345-1520

Classroom:    HC #2051
Schedule of

Assignments: Day 1-OBJECTIVES #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6   

                     
      Introduction to module

                               Lecture: Introduction to 

                                 Developmental Disabilities 

                               Distribute Study Guides #1 & #2  

                               Distribute Research Paper  

                                 guidelines 

                               Distribute Concept Map-Disorder

                     HOMEWORK: Begin reading Chapters #1, #2, #3

                               Begin research for Research Paper 

                                 topic   

                               Study lecture notes for Quiz #1    
                     Begin Study Guides

         
   Day 2-OBJECTIVES #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #13, 

                     #14, #15, #16, #17, #18, #19 

                               Quiz #1; 

                               Lecture: Complete Introduction

                               Begin Classification of  

                                 Types/Causative Factors in 

                                 Mental Retardation                                                  

                     HOMEWORK: Finalize Research Paper topic

                               Study lecture notes for Quiz #2

                               Continue reading Ch. #1, #2, #3

                               Continue Study Guides

                               Term Paper Topics Due

             Day 3-OBJECTIVES #20, #21, #22

                               Quiz #2 

                               Lecture: con’t. Classification of  

                                 Types/Causative Factors in 

                                 Mental Retardation                                                  

                     HOMEWORK: Study lecture notes for Quiz #3

                               Begin Concept Map-Disorder 

                               Begin Research Paper

                               Continue reading Ch. #1, #2, #3

                               Continue Study Guides

             Day 4-OBJECTIVES #23, #24, #25, #26, #27, #28,  

                                #29                                 

                                Quiz #3 

                                Lecture: (Con’t) Classification 

                                 of Types/Causative Factors in 

                                 Mental Retardation                                                  

                     HOMEWORK: Complete reading Ch. #1, #2, #3

                               Complete Study Guide #1 & #2                                                                             

                               Study for Mid-Module Exam

             Day 5-OBJECTIVES #30, #31, #32, #33

                               Study Guides #1 & #2 due
                               Mid-Module Exam 

                               Lecture: Begin Acquired Factors

                               Distribute Study Guides #3 & #4

                     HOMEWORK: Study lecture notes for Quiz #4
                                                                          Begin reading Ch. #9

                               Begin Study Guides #3 & #4

                               Continue Research Paper

                               Complete Concept Map-Disorder

             Day 6-OBJECTIVES #34, #35

                               Quiz #4

                               Lecture: (Con’t) Acquired Factors 

                               Concept Map-Disorder Due 

                     HOMEWORK: 
                               Study lecture notes for Quiz #5  

                                                                          Con’t. reading Ch. #9

                               Continue Research Paper

                               Continue Study Guides #3 & #4

   Day 7-OBJECTIVES #36, #37
                               Quiz #5

                               Lecture: (Con’t) Acquired Factors                             
                     HOMEWORK: 
                               Study lecture notes for Quiz #6

                               Complete Research Paper

                               Continue Study Guides #3 & #4

                               Complete reading Ch. #9

              Day 8-OBJECTIVES #38, #39
                               Quiz #6  

                               Lecture: (Complete) Acquired  

                               Factors

                               Final Exam Review

                               Research Paper Due

                     HOMEWORK: Study for final exam

                               Complete Study Guides #3 & #4

              Day 9-OBJECTIVES-ALL 

                               Final Exam

                               Study Guide #3 & #4 Due

Grading:     a) Study Guides-four worth 150 points total (40 + 

                50 + 50 + 10)  

             b) Daily quizzes-six worth 60 points total (10  

                ea.)

             c) Mid-Module Exam-worth 125 points

             d) Concept Map-Disorder 25 points       

             e) Research Paper-worth 50 points

             f) Final Exam-worth 125 points 

             g) Participation Points-1 point/day (8 pts.total) 

             h) Final grade-per departmental policy, based on a  
      maximum of 543 points-passing is 75%=407 points 

Grading 

Scale:                93-100 = A

                       84-92 = B

                       75-83 = C

                     74 or < = F

Policies:    a) Attendance standards-per established 

                departmental policy. At the discretion of the 

                instructor, students with absences in 

                excess of 10% of course hours may be referred to  

                Study Hall for make-up time and/or assignments  

                or dismissed from the module.

             b) Late assignments-late work will be accepted with 
      prior arrangement ONLY and will be docked 5 
  
      points for each day late, including weekends.  

                All assignments are due at the beginning of the 

                class period unless prior arrangements have been  

                made with the instructor.

             c) Make-up exams/quizzes-made up with prior 
 
   
      arrangement ONLY and will automatically be  

                docked 10% of possible score.

             d) Classroom conduct-Students who engage in conduct 

                which is disruptive or counter-productive to 

                learning will be dismissed from class. 

             e) Cheating-will result in a zero on the 
 
  
 
      test/assignment and referral to the Dean of 
 
      Students for disciplinary action. ALL STUDENTS 
 
      MUST COMPLETE THEIR OWN WORK--NO EXCEPTIONS!  

                Acts of cheating may include copying from a  

                peer’s test, copying a peer’s work and claiming  

                it as your own, allowing peers to copy your 

                work, plagiarizing material from books, Internet 

                sites, or other sources without using proper 

                citation of sources. 

             f) The instructor reserves the right to make 

                curriculum changes, as necessary during the 

                course, without prior student notification.  

             g) Students with verified learning disabilities  

                will be provided with accommodations 

                as determined necessary by the Disability 

                Resource Center (DRC). Any student who suspects 

                they require these services is encouraged to 

                contact the DRC for testing and evaluation. 

             h) Absolutely NO food or drink other than water 

                allowed in class. This includes coffee, candy  

                and other snacks.

             i) Exam etiquette: Upon completion of your quiz or 

                exam, you may QUIETLY leave the classroom and 

                return at the appointed time. Be sure to close 

                the door quietly and step away from the building 

                before talking.

Instructor 

Availability: a) Mon., Tues., Wed. 1245-1345 (at clinical site)

              b) Thurs., Fri. 11:00-11:15, 1245-1345 (HC #2003)

              c) during non-teaching Thursdays, 1100-1300 (HC  

                 #2003)

              d) all other times by appointment 

Office Phone: 791-2473    Office Location: HC #2003

E-mail:       kboriack@portervillecollege.edu      
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