Course:              PTVN P009 Nursing Fundamental Concepts-Online (2 units)

Instructor:         Karen A. Boriack RN, BSN, M.Ed.

                            Professor

                            Porterville College

Course

Description:      This eight-week course introduces to the student the basic concepts that  

                           form the foundation of  nursing practice. A brief history of the nursing               

                           profession is discussed. Concepts relating to professionalism and nursing 

                           ethics are outlined in  relationship to healthcare providers. The nursing 

                           process is introduced and related to critical thinking. Mathematics 

                           utilized when administering  medications will be covered. Basic 

                           terminology relevant to the nursing field of practice is covered generally 

                           and by body systems. Students will also be acquainted with campus and  

                           community resources important to their future education in the 

                           healthcare field. There is a mandatory research paper required to pass 

                           this course. This paper is due in Week Six of the course. Instructor and  

                           students will meet on-campus for one class session only, during the  

                           seventh week of the course, to complete the mandatory Health 

                           Occupations Basic Entrance Test (HOBET).

Course 

Credit:               Two (2) Units

Required

Textbooks:        Chabner, Davi-Ellen; Medical Terminology; A Short Course, 4th Ed.

                           Curren, Anna M.; Dimensional Analysis for Meds, 3rd. Ed. 

Recommended 

Textbook:          Health Occupations Basic Entrance Test Prep Booklet

                           All textbooks are available at the Porterville College Bookstore and may  

                           be order by telephone at 559-791-2252. MasterCard and Visa are 

                           accepted. 

                           Selected websites

Supplies:           Calculator

Special 

Materials Fee:   $10:00

Attendance-

Participation 

Policy:                This is a short-term, two unit course. Attendance will be monitored  

                            through your online log-ins and completion of online assignments. You 

                            will be expected to login to class regularly and participate in a variety of 

                            ways. These include:

1. You should login daily to view new information, announcements or instructions.

2. You must complete all assignments each week.

3. You must post entries to the discussion boards a minimum of twice weekly.

4. For general information or comments, you may contact the instructor through discussion board postings.

5. For confidential or more specific information or comments, you may e-mail the instructor at any time. You can expect an e-mail reply within 24 hours, barring any unforeseen events. 

6. You may also contact the instructor by phone or fax, as needed.

Students are expected to be active participants in this two-unit class. Two units translate into 36 hours of ‘in class’ time and 72-108 hours of ‘outside class’ time per semester in a regular face-to-face class. To break this down into weekly numbers, you should expect to spend 6 hours ‘in class’ and 12-16 hours ‘outside class’ each week during this course. Students who demonstrate no participation for a period of two consecutive weeks will be considered to have withdrawn from the course. Like any course, whether online or face-to-face, the more effort you put into the class, the more you will receive from it. Good luck!

Test Taking 

Policy:               Each exam and quiz in this course is a timed assessment. Once you have 

                           opened a quiz or exam, you MUST complete it at that time. You may 

                           not re-open any assessment to finish it. The system does not allow for 

                           that to occur. So, be sure you are ready to complete the exam or quiz 

                           BEFORE you open it.

Cheating/

Plaigarism 

Policy:               This course maintains a no tolerance policy toward cheating and/or 

                           plagiarism. Any student found to have cheated or plagiarized will 

                           receive an F on that particular exam or assignment and will be referred 

                           to the Dean of Students for possible disciplinary action. The student may 

                           be dropped from the course, at the instructor’s discretion.

                           Cheating/plagiarism may include copying another’s work and claiming 

                           it as your own, copying information from books, journals, the Internet, 

                           etc. without including proper citations, or having another person 

                           complete student assignments.

Schedule of      
Assignments:                    

                   Week One              

                                                 Introduction to course

                                                 Lecture: Critical Thinking Study Techniques

                                                 Lecture: Critical Thinking Test-Taking Techniques                                                                                  
                                                 Select topic for research paper

                                                 DUE: Topic for research paper

                                                 Exam #1 Critical Thinking Study Techniques                                                 

                                                 Exam #2 Critical Thinking Test-Taking Techniques

                    Week Two 
                                                 Lecture: Medical Terminology-Basic Word Structure
                                                 Read and Complete Chapter One-Basic Word Structure
                                                 Lecture: Medical Terminology-Organization of 

                                                 the Body

                                                 Read and Complete Chapter Two-Organization of the 

                                                 Body

                                                 Lecture: Student Resources

                                                 Complete Student Resources Activities

                                                 Medical Terminology Basic Word Structure Quiz #1                                                       

                                                 Medical Terminology Organization of Body Quiz #2

                                                 Exam #3 Resources

                       Week Three     

                                                 Lecture: Medical Terminology-Suffixes

                                                 Read and Complete Chapter Three-Suffixes   

                                                 Lecture: Nursing Professionalism

                                                 Complete Nursing Professionalism Exercises

                                                 Lecture: History of Nursing Occupations

                                                 Complete Nursing History Exercises

                                                 Medical Terminology Suffixes Quiz #3                                          
                                                 Exam #4 Nursing History

                                                 Exam #5 Nursing Professionalism

                        Week Four                

                                                 Lecture: Nursing Ethics

                                                 Complete Nursing Ethics Exercises

                                                 Lecture: Medical Terminology-Prefixes

                                                 Read and Complete Chapter Four-Prefixes

                                                 Lecture: Medical Terminology-Medical Specialists and 

                                                 Case Reports

                                                 Read and Complete Chapter Five-Medical Specialists and  

                                                 Case Reports

                                                 Exam #6 Nursing Ethics

                                                 Medical Terminology Prefixes Quiz #4

                                                 Medical Terminology Medical Specialists Quiz #5 

                        Week Five 
                                                 Lecture: Nursing Mathematics-Refresher Math  

                                                 Complete Refresher Math Exercises Section I

                                                 Lecture: Nursing Mathematics-Introduction to Drug  

                                                 Measures

                                                 Complete Drug Measures Exercises Section II

                                                 Lecture: Nursing Mathematics-Dosage Calculations Using 

                                                              Dimensional Analysis

                                                Complete Dimensional Analysis Exercises

                                                 Exam #7 Refresher Mathematics
                                                 Exam #8 Dimensional Analysis
                        Week Six        

                                                 Lecture: Medical Terminology-Body Systems  

                                                 Read and Complete Appendix I-Body Systems Sections I-V  

                                                 pgs. 195-227
                                                 Lecture: Nursing Process

                                                 Complete Nursing Process Exercises

                                                 Research Paper

                                                 Medical Terminology Body Systems Sects. I-V Quiz #6
                                                 Exam #9 Nursing Process

                                                 Research Paper Due

                        Week Seven                                                                 

                                                Lecture: Medical Terminology-Body Systems Sections VI- 

                                                XI

                                                Read and Complete Appendix I-Body Sections Sections  

                                                VI-XI  pgs. 228-273 

                                                Lecture: Medical Terminology-Abbreviations                                              

                                                Read and Review Abbreviations hand-out

                                                Medical Terminology Body Systems Sect. VI-XI Quiz #7 
                                                Medical Terminology Abbreviations Quiz # 8

                                                HOBET Testing (on campus) to be arranged

                         Week Eight                                        

                                                Final Exam (comprehensive)    
Course

Grading:             A.  Medical Terminology Quizzes (8 @ 25 points each) =200 points

                             B.  Lecture Topic Exams  (9 @ 10 points each) =90 points    

C. Research paper = 50 points

D. Final Exam = 150 points (Comprehensive)

Final grade based upon a maximum of 490 points (70% = 343 points needed to pass the course with a minimum grade of ‘C’)

Grade Scale

                                                              90 - 100 = A

                                                               80 – 89 = B

                                                               70 – 79 = C

  60 – 69 = D

 59 or < = F

*Hobet (Health Occupations Basic Entrance Test) testing is a course requirement and completion is required to pass course! HOBET testing will be scheduled on campus for the final week of class.
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