Unofficial


IT Committee Meeting 4-19-07
Minutes
Present

Diane Allen, Lorie Barker, Donna Berry, Vern Butler, Chris Craig, Terry Harter, Randy Morgan, Sarah Phinney, Rickelle Syrdahl, Jerry Contreras (student rep.)
1. Meeting called to order.
2. Minutes of the last two meetings (2/15/07 and 3/15/07) were presented and approved.
3. The Business Department is planning on teaching the new Office 2007 software in the fall 2007 term.  Therefore, the computer technicians (techs) will be installing Office 2007 on computers this summer.  The first installations will occur on the computers of faculty members who will be teaching the new software, and the student computer labs. The techs discovered that they are able to make an adjustment when installing Office 2007, that will save files, by default, as file formats compatible with older versions of office.  They plan to make this adjustment when installing so file sharing amongst faculty/staff and across different computers that don't yet have the new Office program will be compatible.

The new Office 2007 does not come with FrontPage or any Web design software.  The district office has still not decided which new Web design software to go with, so for the time being the techs will be installing FrontPage 2003.
4. Each summer when the techs reimage the computers, there is a need to clean out old unused programs.  In the past it has been difficult to get people to identify programs that are no longer being used.  The techs expressed a real need to rectify this issue.  The more programs loaded onto the machines the slower those machines run.  Also, once the new operating system is installed, many of the older programs won't run on that platform anyway.

It was agreed that the best approach is to send out a email to individual faculty members asking if their software can be removed.  A list of programs that cannot be linked to an instructor will be brought to the committee, and the committee will try to determine the instructor for whom that program relates.  It was felt that a pc_all email would result in more people requesting software be installed and the issue would only be worsened instead of improved.
5. Rickelle Syrdahl was concerned about the summer/fall relocation of the SM instructors to the PT building.  She wanted to confirm that instructors will still have access to data projectors and Internet/Network connectivity.  Vern Butler confirmed that rooms in the PT building will have data projectors, probably via a multimedia cart.

6. Rickell Syrdahl wanted to make sure that the techs are being apprised of the faculty relocations from the SM building.  The techs confirmed that they have been told about the faculty relocations so they can help with the technology hookups in the new offices.

7. The techs are still working on the new unit plan.  Chris Craig has indicated that it is a time consuming process and will take more time than they had originally hoped.  They will continue working on it over the summer and will inform the committee of the progress when we return in the fall.

In the meantime, the district released the IT Assessment.  On item of note that Vern Butler wanted the committee to be aware of was the recommendation that the colleges encourage use of community spaces like MySpace.  It was noted that BC is still blocking MySpace, but PC still has no plans to block it, and the recommendation seems to confirm the findings of this committee.

8. This will be the last scheduled meeting of the committee for the 2006-2007 academic year.  The technicians may call a special meeting if they need assistance with the removal of programs off the image.  Otherwise, Rickelle Syrdahl will notify committee members of the next meeting when school resumes in the fall.

