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CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 13, 2005
Present.  Linda Bailey, Kathy Bennett, Craig Britton, Sara French-Unser, Ron Glahn, Virginia Gurrola, Mercy Herrera, Vira Lozano, Ellen Medley, Chris Piersol, Steve Rivas, Jon Satko, Prudy Tanner, Miles Vega
Absent.  Diane Allen, Phil Simons

Call to Order.  Mr. Piersol called the September 13, 2005, meeting of the Curriculum Committee to order at 2:35 p.m. 
Minutes.  Mr. Piersol asked members to review the minutes of the last meeting.  



M/S/C (Gurrola/Bennett) to approve the minutes 



of August 30, 2005, as presented.
Agenda.  Mr. Piersol explained Mr. Vega’s item was moved from action items to informational; however, since Mr. Vega and Ms. French-Unser were ready to present, Mr. Piersol moved the definitions to action items.  He reminded members of the philosophy courses that were pending the resolution of this matter.   



M/S/C (Medley/Gurrola) to approve the agenda as amended.
Definition of Ethic Studies, Humanities and Analytical Thinking.  Mrs. Gurrola announced the subcommittee, comprised of Ms. French-Unser, Mr. Vega and herself, looked at different definitions of ethic studies, humanities and analytical thinking.  She referenced copies of the distributed Title V regulations.  The group decided upon the Title V regulations for humanities.  

Discussion followed concerning the philosophy of general education for the A.A. degree as described in the catalog.  Mr. Vega verified the subcommittee reviewed the catalog’s philosophy statement as part of its research.  

Mr. Vega said Title V had the clearest definition for analytical thinking.  Mr. Piersol questioned the “related disciplines” as part of the definition.  Mr. Vega suggested allowing the terminology to stand so that the Curriculum Committee could review and decide upon individual courses.    

A definition of ethnic studies was not found in Title V according to Mr. Vega.  Ms. French-Unser referenced the ethnic studies definition included in the handouts.  In discussing ethnic studies as it fits into the college’s philosophy of general education, some committee members felt the philosophy of general education should be reviewed.
Ms. Herrera talked about gender studies in relationship to ethnic studies.  Since Mr. Vega suggested our title change from ethnic studies to cultural studies, Ms. Herrera suggested a further change to Cultural and Gender Studies.  She moved to rename ethnic studies.  Mr. Piersol questioned if a name change would meet Title V requirements.  
After a brief discussion and Ms. Lozano’s request to take this discussion back to her division, 

Ms. Herrera withdrew her motion.



M/S/C (Lozano/Medley) to approve humanities and analytical 


thinking definitions.



M/S/C (Herrera/Gurrola) to table ethnic studies definition.

Mr. Piersol asked committee members if it would be appropriate to review the philosophy courses at the next meeting.  Mr. Vega suggested one more meeting after approval of the language.  Ms. Lozano will notify Mr. Messchaert of the committee’s decision.

Mrs. Gurrola asked if a name change for ethnic studies would affect articulation, but Mr. Vega felt it would not since ethnic studies was a part of the PC checklist.

Mr. Piersol asked Mr. Satko to discuss and propose a definition of natural science.  Since other divisions have courses meeting the natural science graduation requirement, Mr. Vega suggested this discussion should include the Social Science and Applied Technology divisions.

Ms. Herrera also suggested discussion within the Science/Math Division of an A.A. degree in natural and physical sciences.  
Mr. Rivas suggested using information systems and troubleshooting rather than computer languages under analytical thinking.  Mr. Vega said the subcommittee addressed this in committee.  Committee members agreed the use of software packages was not analytical thinking.

Adjournment.  Mr. Piersol asked for a motion to adjourn.



M/S (Gurrola/French-Unser) to adjourn.
Meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.

