
Ethics in CHN Practice



History of Public Health Ethics

Â The term Ethics comes from the greek word 

Ethos

Character

Habit 

Custom

Rich Heritage of Ethics and Morality

Â Florence Nightingale

View of Moral Character for persons entering the 

profession



Values

A value is something that is perceived as 
desirable.

Once internalized by an individual, a value 
becomes a criterion for that individualôs personal 
conduct.

Values are beliefs about the worth or importance 
of what is right or esteemed.
Â Values are used as standards to guide presentation 
of the self to others, to ascertain personal moralityé

Morality is a shared societal norm about what 
constitutes right and wrong conduct



Ethics

System or set of moral principles.

Declarations of what is right or wrong, and 

what ought to be.

Â Ethical Decision-making ïmaking a choice 

that is consistent with a moral code or that 

can be justified from an ethical 

perspective.



Moral Conflicts and Ethical 

Dilemmas

Each decision involves a potential conflict 

between moral values.

Â Choice between preserving the welfare of one 

set of clients over that of others.

Â Choice between protecting the interests of 

colleagues or the interests of the employing 

institution.



Ethical Principles

Autonomy

Beneficence

Nonmaleficence

Justice

Veracity


