PORTERVILLE COLLEGE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES - J. Hargis, History
History Essay or Project Rubric
	Proficiency Level

Total Points/%

____/100
	Level of Research



_______/50
	Documentation of Research


______/10
	Presentation of Content




_______40

	
Highly Accomplished

  90-100
	Project/Essay content, scope, and understanding of the topic demonstrates significant historical research in both print and electronic sources well beyond what students normally do; it is clear that the student made a major effort :  45-50
	All facts that support the thesis are cited and their sources are cited correctly according to MLA in text and/or in a Works Cited page:  9-10
	Content is organized into an introduction (with thesis & a preview of evidence), the body of main ideas that prove the thesis which are supported by facts from the research effort, and a conclusion
     -If a research paper, writing is clear and effective, well organized, transitions well, and it is free from spelling and grammatical errors
     -If a PowerPoint/oral presentation, student is well prepared; with slides that are not read, but explained to the class; communicating content is emphasized over showing photos; instructor is provided with a slide script 
     -If a group presentation, all group members are equally prepared and participate equally, with no reading to the class; instructor is provided with a script in advance; good creative elements or planning exhibited:  36-40

	
Accomplished

  80-89
	Project/Essay  demonstrates better than average content and scope, a good understanding of the topic, and a strong level of historical research with more print sources than electronic ones; shows a good effort:  40-44
	Almost all facts that support the thesis are cited and their sources are cited correctly according to MLA in text and/or on a Works Cited page:  8
	Content is mostly organized into introduction (with thesis & some previewing of evidence), the body of main ideas generally supported by facts, and a conclusion
     -If a research paper, it uses clear language, and is well organized, transitions well, with no spelling errors and only a couple of mechanical errors
     -If a PowerPoint/oral presentation, student is mostly prepared; with slides that are not  read, but explained to the class with minimal reference to script/notes
     -If a group presentation, all group members are mostly prepared and generally participate equally, with only a little reading to the class; some creative elements used in presentation; instructor is provided a script:   32-35

	
Competent

70-79
	Project/Essay is a minimal effort that demonstrates a mostly acceptable understanding of the topic with barely enough content and little scope or context; it is clear that only minimum research was done which relies mostly equally on print and electronic sources; some evidence of another's conclusions:  35-39
	Most of the facts that are presented as evidence  are correctly cited  in the text and/or on a Works Cited page:  7
	 Content has a basic organization with a thesis but with no preview of evidence, the body of main ideas has only a minimal number of facts to support each contention, and a conclusion that may not relate much to the evidence
     -If a research paper, it uses generally clear language and is somewhat organized, with some use of transitions, and three or four spelling and mechanical errors
     -If a PowerPoint/oral presentation, student is adequately prepared; with slides that may have way too much text or that the student has little or no explanation of the content; and has to rely on reading some of the slides to present them
     -If a group presentation, group members are not equally prepared and it is clear that the group has relied on the work of several members, with some obvious reading to the class; a minimum level of creative elements in the presentation; an mostly complete script is given to the instructor:  28-31

	
Developing

60-69
	Project/Essay demonstrates less than minimum or acceptable research with little understanding of what the project was about; it is clear that little time was expended in attempting the task; a less than minimum effort; clear evidence of another's conclusions:  30-34
	Few facts are cited and their sources are cited mostly incorrectly in the text and/or on a Works Cited page: 6
	Content is mostly disorganized with some sort of confused thesis & no preview of evidence, of main ideas may be presented but they are not adequately supported by facts or you may have a collection of isolated facts, and there is little or no conclusion
     -If a research paper, it has unclear language with minimal organization, little or no transitions, and has serious mechanical and spelling errors
     -If a PowerPoint/oral presentation, student is not well prepared; with an inadequate number of slides that are only read to the class without any explanation
     -If a group presentation, group members are mostly unprepared and participation is lopsided, with a good amount of reading to the class; little or no thought went into a creative presentation; an incomplete or no script at all, given to the instructor:  24-27

	
Beginning

  0-59
	Project /Essay is unacceptable because there is little or no evidence of research; no understanding of the topic; clearly a last-minute effort; relies mostly on others' ideas and conclusions:  0-29
	Little or no facts are cited and/or there is  no Works Cited page:  0-5
	Content has no discernable organization; if there is a thesis it is not clear or off topic; there are little or no supporting facts; alternatively content  may appear to have been plagiarized
     -If a research paper, it has unclear language and it is disorganized, with frequent mechanical and spelling errors
     -If a PowerPoint/oral presentation, student is not prepared on assigned due date; there may be slides that are presented, but they are read which shows inadequate preparation
     -If a group presentation, most group members have wasted their time and are unprepared; only one student has done all or most of the work; no script:  0-23



