SYLLABUS
ANTHROPOLOGY P101 (CRN: 50287)
Introduction to Physical Anthropology – Summer 2009
Instructor:  Richard H. Osborne


Office:  SM112D
Phone:  791-2298 (just 2298 if you are on campus) or 539-5317 (home)
You may also leave a message for me at the Information Desk in the Academic Center.

Email:  rosborne@pc.cc.ca.us
Office Hours:  Mon-Tue-Wed-Thurs, 10:05 until 11:00 AM (or by appointment)

Lecture:  Mon-Tue-Wed-Thurs., 8:00 - 10:05 AM


Classroom:  SM125
Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  If you have a disability that may require assistance or accommodation, or you have questions related to any accommodation for testing, note takers, readers, etc., please speak with the instructor as soon as possible.  Students may also contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 559-791-2215 with questions about such services.
10% Date -  June 18, 2008:  Last day to drop a class and get a refund
30% Date – June 25, 2008:  Last day to drop a course and not have it appear on
transcript
60% Date – July 8, 2008:  Last day to drop a course without a penalty letter grade

Note:  If a student drops a class it is their responsibility to formally withdraw.

Required Textbooks:  Essentials of Physical Anthropology by Robert Jurmain, Lynn
Kilgore, and Wenda Trevathan, (Seventh Edition) Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2009
and


Annual Editions in Physical Anthropology 08/09 edited by Elvio Angeloni,
McGraw/Hill, 2008
Course Description:  Physical Anthropology is a holistic discipline encompassing everything that relates to the biology of human beings.  The underlying theme of this discipline is human evolution.  To better understand who we are and how we got here physical anthropologists study, among other things, the genetic basis of life, human variation, nonhuman primate organization and behavior, and paleontology (as it pertains to human evolution).  This class will provide a basic introduction to the field and each of its major subdivisions.
The course consists of lecture, readings, discussion, audio/visual material, and occasional guest speakers.  Numerous quizzes, a series of response papers, and three examinations (two mid-terms and a final) will be given during the semester
Student Learning Outcomes:
By the completion of this course the student should be able to:


Outline the historical development of scientific thought as it pertains to human 
evolution


Explain the basic principles and concepts of biological evolution by means of 
natural selection

Explain the basic concepts and mechanisms of human genetics

Define the characteristics that differentiate primates from other mammals and

explain the evolutionary significance of these unique traits

Generally discuss the fossil evidence and some of the major paleoanthropological

sites that substantiate human evolution from the earliest hominids through the

genus Homo
Explain the mechanisms of human variation and clearly state their position on the

idea of race based on differences in physical characteristics
Note:  In order to be successful in this course, students are expected to attend regularly, take notes during class, read and study all assigned materials, and turn in all written assignments on time.  If you are looking for an easy way to satisfy your biological science graduation requirement, you have come to the wrong place.  The following will demonstrate what I am talking about:


In the spring of 2009, 188 enrolled in Anthropology P101 (four sections)

During the semester 34 dropped the class (18%)


Of the 154 who completed the class, 54 students received a D or an F and 100 
received a passing grade (15 As, 38 Bs, and 47 Cs)


So, of the original enrollees, 53% passed and 47% did not.  That means that 
almost half of the class didn’t make it!

Why did so many students do so poorly?  I believe it is because many of them did not apply themselves to their studies and did not comply with the items outlined above (attend regularly, take notes, etc.)  This can be an interesting and even a fun class (ask some of your friends that have taken it and done well) if you do your part and put in the required effort.  At the end of this semester, which half will you be in?
Quizzes:  Three different types of quizzes will be administered during the semester.  They are as follows:
1:
We will have five (5) regular quizzes valued at 20 points each.  The dates for these quizzes will be announced in the preceding class.  Regular quizzes are given at the end of the class period.  Scan-tron sheets (Form No. 882-ES) are required.
2. We will have numerous unannounced “pop” quizzes valued at three (3) points each.  “Pop” quizzes are given at 8:00 AM sharp!  No scan-tron sheets are required.

3. We will have one (1) skeletal identification quiz (“bone quiz”) that is worth 40 points.  The date will be announced in advance and no scan-tron sheet is required.

Quiz questions will be derived from lecture, the text book, and Annual Editions in Physical Anthropology articles.
Note:  You must bring a sharpened pencil and a good quality eraser to class when taking quizzes or exams.  Poorly erased marks on a scan-tron sheet may be read by the grading machine as a wrong answer, so be sure that all mistakes are completely removed.

No make-up quizzes will be permitted!!

Exams:  Exams (except for the first one) will be “semi-cumulative.”  The emphasis will be on current material however, important terms and concepts from earlier sections will be included.

Note:  All the information pertaining to the earlier portions of the class will be derived from quizzes so be sure to save them as study tools.  You will not get to keep your exams.

The exams will be comprised of true/false, multiple choice, fill-in, and essay questions.  One or two of the exams may also include a “matching” section where correct words or terms must be matched with one another.  Scan-tron sheets are required for the true/false and multiple choice portions of all exams.  The fill-in, essay, and matching portions will be done directly on the exam itself.

Study Sessions:  In past years students have organized informal study sessions prior to quizzes and exams.  Those who participated in these sessions generally did better in the class than those who did not.  You may wish to consider forming study groups for this purpose.  I believe that groups such as this can be valuable and powerful aids to learning.  Tutors will also be available in the Learning Center to assist you with your studies throughout the semester.

Make-up Exams:  Missed exams must be made up on or before the day of the next class session.  Make-up exams will carry a five (5) point penalty (regardless of excuse) and may consist of all essay questions.  Exams should not be missed without prior notification of the instructor.  If a student misses an exam without notifying the instructor ahead of time, an additional five (5) point penalty will be assessed (bringing the total to 10 points).
Study Guides:  I will provide a study guide prior to each exam.  For the first two exams, the guide will be a list of key names, terms and concepts for the section of the class covered in the upcoming exam.  Since the final exam is worth more points, the guide will be more extensive.

Final Exam Note:  The final exam must be taken at the assigned time on the assigned date.  If you are adjusting your work schedule or making vacation plans, please keep this in mind.

Tentative Exam Schedule:  


Midterm Exam #1



June 25th

Midterm Exam #2



July    9th

Final Exam




July  23rd (8:00 – 10:00 AM)
Introductory Assignment:  (15 points)  The purpose of this assignment is to introduce students to the idea of thinking scientifically.  On the first day of class you will receive a handout entitled Epistemology:  How Do We Know What We Know?  On Tuesday, June 16th you will be asked to bring a Blue Book (small) to class and write a ten minute review of the article’s main points from memory.  Once the writing is completed, we will discuss the article as a class.
Response Papers:  Three specific articles are identified below.  The assignments are to be executed in the following manner:  All members of the class are required to turn in a brief (one to two page) typewritten review of each article summarizing the main points and also your personal views on the subject.  Additionally, students should be prepared to discuss the assigned article in class on the date that it is due.  These assignments are worth twenty (25) points each.  Assignments will be considered late after 8:00 AM on the due date.  A ten (10) point penalty will be imposed upon late papers and no assignments will be accepted after the beginning of the following class meeting.
1. Due Thurs, June 18:  Article  44 - The Saltshaker’s Curse
2.
Due Thurs., July   2:  Article   9 – The Mind of a Chimpanzee 
3.
Due Thurs., July 16:  Article 38 – The Tall and the Short of It
Grading:  The final grade will be determined as follows:


Quizzes


160 Points (approx.)

Midterm Exam #1

100 Points


Midterm Exam #2

100 Points

Introductory Assignment
  15 Points

Response Papers

  75 Points

Participation


  20 Points

Final Exam


150 Points




625 Total Points

The total number of points that you have accumulated through the semester will be divided by 625.  That number will be your numerical grade.  Letter grades are as follows:

90 to 100 = A

80 to 89   = B

70 to 79   = C

60 to 69   = D

59 or less = F

Note:  To keep track of your grade throughout the semester, use the “Low-Tech” Grade Calculator on the last page of this syllabus.

Attendance and Participation:  In the coming semester we will cover a great deal of information.  Discussion and classroom participation are important elements of this course, therefore attendance is a critical factor for your successful completion of this class.  If you are not there, you cannot participate!   The participation portion of the final grade will reflect a --combination of attendance and in-class contributions.  Students with perfect attendance will receive full credit in this area, which is 20 points.  Five points will be deducted for each absence.  Additionally, students who are excessively absent (more than 3 class sessions for the semester) will be dropped by the instructor at the 60% date noted above.
Punctuality:  Each class will begin and end on time.  I do not appreciate people coming into class late or leaving early.  It is distracting to me and to the students who were there on time.  If there is a special arrangement to be made, talk to me.  I reserve the right to lower your grade if habitual tardiness becomes a problem.
Cellular Phones and Pagers:  All cell phones and pagers must be turned off!!
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a very serious offense.  Using published or unpublished material without citing the source is plagiarism.  You may use someone else’s exact phrasing if you enclose it in quotation marks and reference it’s source precisely.  Such materials, however, should be used sparingly.  Simply paraphrasing someone else’s materials by minimal rearrangement of the wording is also plagiarism.  It is an equally serious offense if you write a paper for someone else, copy the work of someone else, or allow someone to copy your work.  In all cases, this is cheating.  Plagiarism and cheating result automatically in a grade of “F” and in accordance with Porterville College policies, additional actions may result.
COURSE OUTLINE
WEEK 


TOPIC



READINGS
Week #1:
Introduction to physical anthropology,
Text:  Chapters 1, 2 & 3


Historical development of physical anth.,
Reader:  Articles 1, 2, 3,


Principles of evolution, Biological 

5, & 44




mechanisms of genetics


Handout:  Epistemology
Week #2
Biological mechanisms of genetics, 

Text:  Chapters 3 & 4


Principles of inheritance, Forces of

Reader:  Articles 4, 6, 7, 41,


evolution




42, & 43
Week #3
Human skeletal anatomy, Forensic

Text:  Chapter 12


Anthropology, Mammalian evolutionary
Text:  Appendix A and D


History




Reader:  8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 19 








&  40
Week #4
Overview of living primates, Nonhuman
Text:  Chapters: 5, 6 & 7


primate behavior



Reader:  Articles 13, 14, 15, 








16, 17, 18 & 39
Week #5
Hominid origins, Australopithecus and
Text:  Chapters 8 & 9


other early hominids, Homo erectus

Reader:  Articles 22, 24, 25, 








26, 27, 28, 31  & 38


Week #6
Neandertals and other
Archaic Homo

Text:  Chapters 10, 11 &12


sapiens, Homo sapiens sapiens, Population
Reader:  Articles 29, 30, 32, 



genetics, Human Variation


33, 34, 35, 36 & 37 





“Low-Tech” Grade Calculator

In order to know what your grade is at any time, simply fill in the table below as we progress through the semester.  Add up your points and divide by the number of points possible at that time.  The resulting figure will be your numerical (percentage) grade at that moment.

	
	Date
	Points

Possible
	My

Score
	Grade
	Notes or Comments        

	Assignment #1
	
	15
	
	
	

	Response Paper #1
	
	25
	
	
	

	Response Paper #2
	
	25
	
	
	

	Response Paper #3
	
	25
	
	
	

	Quiz #1
	
	20
	
	
	

	Quiz #2
	
	20
	
	
	

	Quiz #3
	
	40
	
	
	

	Quiz #4
	
	20
	
	
	

	Quiz #5
	
	20
	
	
	

	Quiz #6
	
	20
	
	
	

	Exam #1
	
	100
	
	
	

	Exam #2
	
	100
	
	
	

	Final Exam
	
	150
	
	
	

	Pop Quiz #1
	
	3
	
	
	

	Pop Quiz #2
	
	3
	
	
	

	Pop Quiz #3
	
	3
	
	
	

	Pop Quiz #4
	
	3
	
	
	

	Pop Quiz #5
	
	3
	
	
	

	Pop Quiz #6 ?
	
	3
	
	
	

	Pop Quiz #7 ?
	
	3
	
	
	

	Pop Quiz #8 ?
	
	3
	
	
	

	Participation
	
	20
	
	
	

	Point total
	
	
	
	
	


