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Course Description:  Prerequisite: Math P051 or a grade of “C” or higher in second semester of high school intermediate algebra. We will study basic descriptive and inferential statistics. Topics will include graphs and frequency distributions, measures of central tendency and variation, probability, discrete and continuous probability distributions, including the normal and binomial distributions, hypothesis testing with samples, estimation, linear correlation, regression and analysis of variance.

Textbook:  Data Analysis, An Applied Approach to Statistics with Technology, 3rd Edition, by Jean, Meyers and Sporer.

Homework:  Homework will be assigned for each chapter. Homework for the chapters covered will not be collected. It is your responsibility to complete all assignments in a timely manner so you will be successful and prepared.

Quizzes:  There will be quizzes given periodically. Each will be worth 10 points (pts) and the lowest of these will be dropped at the semester’s end. Quizzes will consist of a problem(s) similar to or taken directly from your homework or reading.

Midterm Exam:  There will be one midterm exam, worth 100 pts, on Tuesday March 6th, 2012. The exam will be a combination of multiple chapters.
Worksheets:  Periodically, worksheets will be given as an in–class assignment. Most assignments should be completed before the class period is over and will typically be worth 20 – 50 pts each. These are problems designed to help you understand the material covered. The solutions to each worksheet will be posted on my website and will remain for one week.

Labs:  Labs will be small “projects” given throughout the semester. These labs are to be completed and turned in by a group (three or four people). You will have several days, outside of class, to complete each lab before it is due. Work turned in after the due date will not be accepted. All labs must be typed and all graphs must be generated by a computer. Labs will be worth 50 pts and group participation will be worth 10 pts.
Final:  The final is comprehensive and will be worth 200 pts. We will be covering many chapters, so you should plan ahead. It will be nearly impossible to study for the final the night before, or even three nights before the exam. I will hand out a review worksheet sometime during the week before finals to assist with the preparation for the final exam.

Calculators:  A TI-83, TI-83 Plus, TI-84 or TI-84 Plus Silver Edition calculator is required and you must bring it to every class meeting. These calculators can be rented from the Math & Science Division for a nominal fee. Visit the business office and pay the calculator rental fee of $15. Bring your receipt to my office, complete a contract and you will be issued a calculator and link for the semester.
Office Hours:  Please visit my website for this semester’s office hours.

Course Policies:

1) Recording:  No recording devices (voice, video, camera) of any kind are allowed during class time.

2) Student Conduct:  All students are expected to behave in a professional and responsible manner. Any student misconduct (cheating, class disturbance, etc.) will be reported to the Dean of Learning. If a student is caught cheating, they will be given a zero on the assignment. This score cannot be dropped as the lowest score for an exam or quiz.

3) Make-Up Work:  Make-up work (including exams) will not be given, under any circumstance.
4) Electronics:  All cell phones/pagers/etc. must be turned off or silenced before class begins.

5) Adding a Course:  It is your responsibility to verify enrollment in the course. This can be done by visiting the college website http://www.portervillecollege.edu and choosing the sidebar menu option Banner Web to verify your course schedule.

6) Course Withdrawal:  It is your responsibility to officially withdrawal from the course, if you choose. Do not assume that if you stop attending class you are automatically dropped from the roster. If you do not officially drop the course via the internet or with the admissions office, you are in danger of receiving an unwanted grade on your transcripts. I reserve the right to drop a student with excessive absences.

7) Absences:  I understand, for various reasons, that students are not able to attend every class. It is your responsibility to understand the material that was covered. We will be creating “absence partners” for each of you. This will be someone you can email or call to get lecture notes or worksheets if you missed a class. If you cannot attend a class meeting:

Do







Don’t

- ask your absence partner for lecture notes


- apologize for missing class, I understand you
  & worksheets





  had a good reason

- read the book to help understand the material

- ask for a personal lecture during office hours  

you missed






- give out your absence partner’s email, FOR
- ask your absence partner for important dates

  ANY REASON
  
- re-work the problems we covered in lecture notes

  
A word of caution… Do not expect your partner to attend class for you. Your privilege of having an absence partner will be taken away if you are abusing or taking advantage of this privilege. Some examples of abuse are, but not limited to, being consistently absent, not taking your own notes, giving out your partner’s email/phone number or expecting your partner to come to your house and drop off material. Be respectful and responsible. 
Grading System:  Assignments will be graded using point values and then converted into a percentage. Your final course grade will be determined by adding all the points you’ve earned, for all assignments, and dividing by the total points possible. This becomes a percentage and grades will be distributed as follows
A = 90% – 100%
B = 80% – 89%
C = 70% – 79%
D = 60% – 69%
F = 0% – 59%

For example, let’s say you earned the following points:


Midterm: 86  out of  100 pts



Quiz 1:    8  out of     10 pts



Quiz 2:    7  out of     10 pts


Total:   101  out of  120 pts

Student Learning Outcomes:  Students are expected to demonstrate competency in or master the following objectives and topics upon completion of this course.

1. Demonstrate knowledge and comprehension of the data classifications and descriptive measures.

Students will identify the appropriate level of measurement and determine the most suitable visual representation. They will then analyze distribution shapes and determine the most appropriate center of distribution and measurement of variability.


2. Apply knowledge of hypothesis testing to specific situations.

Students will examine testing situations and determine the best hypotheses for the data. He/She will perform an appropriate technique to analyze and interpret the results of the test, communicating what their results mean in words.


3. Demonstrate knowledge and comprehension of correlation and linear regression analysis.

Students will use data to identify an approximate trend and complete a hypothesis test. When appropriate, the student will perform simple linear regression analysis to determine the regression line/equation.


4. Calculate, analyze and interpret probabilities and probability distributions.

Students will utilize the sample space, data, distributions and simulations to identify and calculate the appropriate probability of an event.

Study Tips:  As a rule, you should spend at least 10 hours each week studying for this class. The following are suggestions on how to spend those 10 hours studying. These will also assist you in preparing for chapter examinations, quizzes, the final examination, gaining general knowledge and understanding of the course material.

- Review your notes after every lecture and rework all the examples.


- Read the chapter before each class period.


- Complete all the worksheets problems and check your solutions on the webpage.


- Do all the assigned homework problems.

- Start a study group and go through the homework and worksheet problems.


- Get a tutor from the Learning Center

Additional Information:  

Final Grades:  You can check your final course grade at the semesters end by visiting the college website at http://www.portervillecollege.edu and choosing the sidebar menu option Banner Web.

Accommodations: Students with a verified disability may qualify for alternate media, extended testing time and other various accommodations provided by the Disability Resource Center. Please contact the DRC in AC115 or call 559-791-2215, or talk with your instructor for further information. Students should do this in a timely manner.

I reserve the right to modify this syllabus at any time. Any modifications will be posted on my website.

101 ( 120 = .8416


This is rounded to 0.842 and as a percentage converts to 84.2%. Using the grading scale above, this student has earned a “B”.








