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Course Description:  Lecture 5 hours per week. A study of the elementary theory and techniques carried into greater detail. Extends beyond elementary algebra in quadratics, irrational functions, complex numbers, ratios, proportions and variation.
Textbook:  Elementary and Intermediate Algebra, Concepts and Applications, 5th Edition, by Bittenger, Ellenbogen and Johnson. If you have not already done so, please purchase the online My Math Lab program to access the e-book and homework. You will need to enroll in our course at http://www.coursecompass.com/ and use the CourseID: burgess68387.
Homework:  Homework will be assigned after each section completed through My Math Lab. Homework, for the entire chapter, will be collected on the day of each exam. Each chapter homework assignment will be worth 50 points (pts). You should complete all assignments in a timely manner so you will be successful and not fall behind.
Quizzes:  There will be quizzes given periodically through My Math Lab. Each will be worth 20 pts and the lowest of these will be dropped at the semester’s end.
Exams:  There will be an exam after two or three chapters are completed, each worth 100 pts. The lowest of these will be dropped at the semester’s end. Exams will be given in the Learning Center and must be scheduled with Charlene Whitfield on specified dates (provided by the instructor). Exams will only be given if you schedule it.
Final:  The final is comprehensive and will be worth 200 pts. We will cover a lot of material, so you should plan ahead. It will be nearly impossible to study for the final the night before, or even three nights before the exam. I will hand out a review sheet during the week before finals to assist with preparation for the final exam.

Calculators:  Calculators will be allowed on all exams. Your calculator should have at least the four operations (+, (, (, () , a square root and fraction button. Graphing calculators can be used. I would suggest you use a TI-83, TI-83 Plus, TI-84 or TI-84 Plus Silver Edition calculator.
Office Hours:  Please visit my website for this semester’s office hours.

Course Policies:

1) Recording:  No recording devices (voice, video, camera) of any kind are allowed during class time.

2) Student Conduct:  All students are expected to behave in a professional and responsible manner. Any student misconduct (cheating, class disturbance, etc.) will be reported to the Dean of Learning. If a student is caught cheating, they will be given a zero on the assignment. This score cannot be dropped as the lowest score for an exam or quiz.

3) Make-Up Work:  Make-up work (including exams) will not be given, under any circumstance.
4) Electronics:  All cell phones/pagers/etc. must be turned off or silenced before class begins.

5) Adding a Course:  It is your responsibility to verify enrollment in the course. This can be done by visiting the college website http://www.portervillecollege.edu and choosing the sidebar menu option Banner Web to verify your course schedule.

6) Course Withdrawal:  It is your responsibility to officially withdrawal from the course, if you choose. Do not assume that if you stop attending class you are automatically dropped from the roster. If you do not officially drop the course via the internet or with the admissions office, you are in danger of receiving an unwanted grade on your transcripts. I reserve the right to drop a student with excessive absences.

7) Absences:  I understand, for various reasons, that students are not able to attend every class. It is your responsibility to understand the material that was covered. We will be creating “absence partners” for each of you. This will be someone you can email or call to get lecture notes or worksheets if you missed a class. If you cannot attend a class meeting:

Do






Don’t

- ask your absence partner for lecture notes

- apologize for missing class, I understand you

  & worksheets




  had a good reason

- read the book to help understand the material
- ask for a personal lecture during office hours  
-  ask your absence partner for important dates
  you missed

- re-work the problems we covered in lecture notes 
- give out your absence partner’s email, FOR

                            



  ANY REASON
A word of caution… Do not expect your partner to attend class for you. Your privilege of having an absence partner will be taken away if you are abusing or taking advantage of this privilege. Some examples of abuse are, but not limited to, being consistently absent, not taking your own notes, giving out your partner’s email/phone number or expecting your partner to come to your house and drop off material. Be respectful and responsible. 
Grading System:  Assignments will be graded using point values and then converted into a percentage. Your final course grade will be determined by adding all the points you’ve earned, for all assignments, and dividing by the total points possible. This becomes a percentage and grades will be distributed as follows
A = 90% – 100%
B = 80% – 89%
C = 75% – 79%
D = 60% – 75%
F = 0% – 59%


For example, let’s say you earned the following points:


Exam 1:  81  out of  100 pts
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Exam 2:  83  out of  100 pts



This is rounded to 0.814 and



Quiz 1:    8  out of     10 pts



as a percentage converts to 81.4%.



Quiz 2:    7  out of     10 pts



Using the grading scale above, you










have earned the grade “B”.



Total:   179  out of  220 pts

Student Learning Outcomes:  Students are expected to demonstrate competency in or master the following objectives and topics upon completion of this course.


1. Perform operations with radicals.

Students will attend class regularly, take notes on lecture, and complete assigned homework.


2. Solve exponential and logarithmic equations.

Students will attend class regularly, take notes on lecture, and complete assigned homework.

3. Solve quadratic equations and inequalities.

Students will attend class regularly, take notes on lecture, and complete assigned homework.

4. Solve nonlinear systems and graph basic conic sections.

Students will attend class regularly, take notes on lecture, and complete assigned homework.

Study Tips:  As a rule, you should spend at least 12 hours each week studying and working on class material. The following are suggestions on how to spend those 12 hours. These will also assist you in preparing for chapter examinations, quizzes, the final examination, gaining general knowledge and understanding of the course material.


- Review your notes after every lecture and rework all the examples.


- Read the chapter before each class period.


- Complete all the worksheets problems and check your solutions on the webpage.


- Do all the assigned homework problems.


- Start a study group and go through the homework and worksheet problems.


- Get a tutor from the Learning Center

Additional Information:  

Final Grades:  You can check your final course grade at the semesters end by visiting the college website at http://www.portervillecollege.edu and choosing the sidebar menu option Banner Web.

Accommodations: Students with a verified disability may qualify for alternate media, extended testing time and other various accommodations provided by the Disability Resource Center. Please contact the DRC in AC115 or call 559-791-2215, or talk with your instructor for further information. Students should do this in a timely manner.

I reserve the right to modify this syllabus at any time. Any modifications will be posted on my website.
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