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VRC Events &  

Announcements! 

Welcome Back!  

The Veterans Resource Center staff got 
together earlier this month to welcome back 
all the new and returning PC student 
veterans at this year’s Veterans Welcome 
Back Lunch in the Student Center 
Conference Room.   

Veterans Counselor Maria Roman began 
the event with introductions and talked about 
the many programs and services available 
for veterans at Porterville College. 

Andrea Anaya, the Admissions and 
Records Certifying Official, was also in 
attendance and talked about the class 
certification process and the various VA and 
Porterville College requirements for using 
the GI Bill. Enrollment Services Director Erin 
Cruz also popped in and discussed the 
various upcoming changes going on in 
Veterans Education, including additional 
funding and VRC growth.  

Student Veterans Organization Vice 
President David Castillo talked about the 
new SVO officers and the various plans for 
the upcoming year.  

Retired PC Anthropology professor 
Richard Osborne stepped up to talk about 
Operation Lend-A-Hand, a Student Veterans 
Organization project focused on distributing 
food and supplies to the homeless.  

PC professors Richard Goode (Geology) 
and Ian Onizuka (Mathematics) shared the 
stage to talk about what to expect on that 
first day of class and how to be successful 
this semester. "Talk to your professors," they 
both emphasized, “we are here to help.”  

Finally, Program Technician Leo Ocampo 
ended the lunch by handing out backpacks 
and school supplies and reiterating the VRC 
Mission. “Believe it or not, I’ve missed you all 
this summer,” he said, causing some 
laughter among the vets. “Remember, any 
help you need, whether it’s with the VA, your 
degree plan, Financial Aid, or whatever, the 
Veterans Resource Center is here to help.”  

  

 August 2017 

Veterans Counselor Maria Roman leads the Welcome 
Back Lunch at the Student Center Conference Room 
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

 Meet the Veterans! 

Cody Ridenour - Student Ambassador for the VRC 

“I joined the United States Coast Guard at age 20, so that I 

could go on a 4 year beach vacation. I went to basic training in 
Cape May, New Jersey, and advanced training in Charleston, 
SC. My first Unit was a 378 ft Cutter based out of Charleston, 
SC. Our main mission was drug interdiction and anti-piracy; we 
would sail the Caribbean ocean 6 months out of the year in hunt 
for the drug smugglers and pirates. Our Cutter was eventually 
decommissioned to the Filipino Government, but not before we 

made a 50 million dollar cocaine bust, and an 8 million dollar marijuana bust. My next unit 
was Air Station Los Angeles, where we did countless search and rescue missions, as well as 
drug interdiction. My Final unit was in New Orleans Louisiana, where I did hundreds of 
search and rescue, and law enforcement patrols. I separated from the Coast Guard 
February, 2017, after six years of service, and I am now currently going to school to become 

a Dental Hygienist, or Teacher, I can’t decide which.”  

Barn Theater Makes Donation to 

Veterans Resource Center 

The Barn Theater made a very 
generous donation to the Veterans 
Resource Center after holding their 
annual Summer Follies and Melodrama 
event earlier this month. Publicist and 
member of the Barn Theater Board of 
Directors Mel Gosage stopped by the 
VRC to present the donation and meet 
with some of the student veterans. The 
Barn Theater regularly donates a 
portion of the proceeds from ticket sales 
for the event to various veterans 
organizations, and has chosen to 
donate to the Veterans Resource 
Center for the last two years now. A 
Vietnam Navy veteran himself, as well 
as a Porterville College graduate, Mel 
spoke of the importance of providing academic and support services for veterans, especially 
those making the transition from the military to the college, and went on to praise Porterville 
College for their efforts in assisting student veterans. The donation will be used to provide 
supplies to VRC students, including Mike’s Pass Parking Permits for first time student veterans.  

Left to Right: SVO President Trent Lindsey, VRC Counselor Maria 
Roman, Barn Theater Publicist Mel Gosage 
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UC Berkeley Student Veteran Advisor Tito Ramos paid Porterville College a visit and 

spent the day answering questions and meeting with fellow vets at the VRC.  

The Veterans Resource Center was very excited to welcome Tito on his stop at PC. There was 
a great turn out, with long lines of student veterans waiting to meet and ask him questions all 
day. Tito talked about the UC application, the transfer process, GI Bill benefits, VA services, 
campus life, and the veterans community at UC Berkeley. As a Student Veteran Advisor, Tito 
regularly participates in outreach events at various high schools and community colleges, this 
time driving all the way down to Southern California. He was very surprised with the amount of 
services and  support available to student veterans at Porterville College, and hoped to 
continue working together to strengthen the relationship between the two schools.  

UC BERKELEY AT THE VRC! 

Left to Right: Raudel Ortiz, Trent Lindsey, Tito Ramos, Stephen Rhoads, Ed Gallardo (standing), Matt McCallister 

PC student Britney Melson and UC Berkeley Student 
Veteran Advisor Tito Ramos 

Left to Right: Vice President of Student Services Val 
Garcia, Tito Ramos, Veterans Counselor Maria Roman 
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Support the Veterans Resource Center!  

There are many easy ways you can help the Porterville College veterans:  
 

 Make a donation at the business office  

 Drop by the Business Office in the AC building and let them know you’d like to make a 

donation to the Veteran’s Resource Center. Cash, card, or check, are all accepted.  

 Fill out a payroll donation form and donate a little each month 

 You can choose to have a little (or a lot) automatically deducted from your monthly 

earnings and donated directly to the Veterans Resource Center. Believe it or not, even 

a $2 or $5 monthly contribution can make a big difference in helping us provide 

materials and services to the veterans. Come to the VRC or the Business Office to pick 

up a donation form. It only takes a few seconds to fill out, and you can cancel any time.  

 Drop by the VRC and pitch in to our “Butt Can”  

 Originally used for cigarette butts in the Army, our big red Butt Can is where we collect 

small donations to purchase supplies for the VRC like snacks and water. Student 

veterans usually throw in whatever loose change they have in their pocket, you are 

welcome to come by and do the same!  

 Bring in snacks, drinks, water bottles, and other supplies to the VRC 

 We try to keep the VRC stocked with food and water bottles so the student veterans 

can drop in for a quick snack in between classes. Chips, granola bars, crackers, and 

donuts are favorites, but any snacks are welcome. If you have any leftover food or 

drinks from a big meeting or event, feel free to bring them by!  

 Make a donation or buy a brick for the Veterans Memorial  

 Construction for the Memorial at Porterville College is set to begin this semester. Come 

 to the VRC for more info. The memorial is being sponsored by the Rotary Club.  

 

Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated and are all tax deductible! 

Porterville College Veterans Resource Center  

100 East College Ave Porterville CA 93257 

pcvetcenter@portervillecollege.edu 

(559) 791-2222 


