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Health Fair
October 4, 2017 

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Senior Day
October 11, 2017
9:00 am - 1:30 pm

C.H.A.P. Event
Writers Workshop

for Comics
October 13, 2017

1:00 pm • PC theater
 

A Night Under
the Stars

Dinner & Silent
Auction

October 14, 2017

College Fair
October 16, 2017

11:00 am - 1:00 pm
in the PC Quad

C.H.A.P. Event
Martin Luther & the
Birth of Protestantism

November 3 2017
7:00 pm • PC theater 

Veterans Day Holiday
November 10, 2017

C.H.A.P. Event
Ramona Memories
November 17, 2017
7:00 pm • PC theater 

Annual Hall of 
Fame Event

February 3, 2018
River Island
Country Club

This PC Update was written and organized by:
Carol Brown and Dolores Meurer

For future article or photo submissions email: cbrown@portervillecollege.edu 

On August 24, 2017 
Porterville College (PC) 
was presented with a 
$20,000 grant from AT&T’s 
Aspire Program.  AT&T 
Aspire is AT&T’s signature 
philanthropic initiative that 
drives innovation in 
education – through 
technology, social innovation 
and relationships – to help 
ensure all students have 
the skills they need to 
succeed in school and 
beyond. The support 
provided by AT&T will 
help provide assistance 
to individuals who are 
unemployed, under-
employed, and economically 
disadvantaged as well as 
enhance and improve the 
college’s capacity to 
provide workforce 
development training 
to meet the needs of 
the community, industry, 
and our students. The 
training and education will 
focus in the fields of 

industrial technology and 
the skills developed will 
enable students to be 
competitive in the job 
market and to secure entry 
to mid-level positions in 
industry as industrial 
technicians. 

PC’s current pathway 
program leverages 
partnerships between 
the college, community, 
local businesses, and 
community agencies to 
increase student completion. 
The AT&T Aspire program 

fosters the implementation 
of best practices and 
models that improve 
college completion. 
AT&T’s support will aid in 
addressing existing 
educational barriers and 
expand student access of 
PC’s Industrial Technology 
College Completion 
Pathway Program. 

After the presentation the 
group took a tour of the 
Welding Shop in the TI 
Building.

Story & Photo by Carol Brown

Aspire Program
Gets a Boost

Pictured are:  Arlitha Williams-Harmon, Vice President Finance & 
Administrative Services; Bill Henry, President; Julie Tone, AT& T 
Rep; Mike Ennis, Tulare County Supervisor-District 5; John Lollis, 
Porterville City Manager; Dallas Thiesen, Field Rep for Assembly-
member Devon Mathis.



              
A Sad Farewell

Longtime PC Foundation board 
member and active community 
member Mimi Stoneburner passed 
away unexpectedly Monday, 
August 14th. Mimi was a co-owner 
with her husband of KTIP Radio 
and the on-air personality for “Body 
Talk with Mimi”, a weekly interview 
talk show.  She was married to Dr. 
Larry Stoneburner for 44 years and 
they have 2 adult sons and 3 
grandchildren.  

Mimi treasured the warmth of 
interacting with entrepreneurial 
students which is why she wanted 
to be serve on the Foundation 
board at Porterville College. Many 
said of her that she led by example 
sharing and teaching that “passion 
with purpose mattered”.  

For 45 years Mimi was a medical 
journalist, zealous about afford-
able, high quality, organic food. 
She envisioned food as the med-
icine of the future.  Mimi was the 
creator, writer and producer of the 
nationally syndicated TV medical 
segment “You be the Doctor” which 
featured her husband.  She strong-
ly believed to be healthy, we need 
to change our food culture and 
eating habits.  

She earned a degree in Health 
Education from San Diego State 
University and pioneered some of 
the original anti-smoking education 
programs for schools throughout 
San Diego County.  Mimi often 
volunteered to be a speaker in 
Porterville school classrooms and 

provided internships at KTIP Radio 
to high school/college students for 
those who were thinking about 
going into broadcasting as a 
career.  

Marilyn “Mimi” Stoneburner 
was 69 years old and will be a 
tremendously missed asset of 
Porterville College and the whole 
community.

Story by Carol Brown

Mimi Stoneburner

              
PC’s Lozano, Prieto Named to CCCBCA All-State Team

Porterville College not only produces quality 
individuals on the field, but also in the classroom. 
Two fine examples are the Pirate student-athletes 
Brandon Lozano and Jose Prieto who were recently 
named to the California Community College Baseball 
Coaches Association (CCCBCA) Academic All-State 
team.

Lozano, an outfielder for the Pirates, earned a 
perfect 4.00 grade point average while Prieto, 
a catcher, totaled a 3.53 GPA.

“I’d like to congratulate Porterville College stu-
dent-athletes Jose Prieto and Brandon Lozano for 
being selected to the Baseball Academic All-State 
team,” said PC Director of Student Programs and Ath-
letic Joe Cascio. “Also congratulations to Coach Ben 
Walkowiak as well for promoting an environment of 
academic success in his program, and special thanks 
to counselor Jessica Shadrick for completing the nom-
ination process.”

The PC duo was two of just three student-athletes 
from the Central Valley Conference to earn the honor.

Story Joe Casio

Jose Prieto Brandon Lozano



              
Solar Eclipse at Porterville College

On August 21, 2017, much of the 
United States experienced a rare 
solar eclipse, a phenomenon in 
which the moon is directly in line 
between the sun and parts of the 
Earth.  

In Porterville, we experienced a 
partial solar eclipse, which means 
that the sun was not entirely 
blocked by the moon (at the peak 
of the eclipse, the Sun was about 
70% covered).

I and a former astronomy student 
(Marsha Owen) set up a variety 
of equipment so that people could 
safely see the eclipse.  

This equipment included:
• the College’s telescope 
  (with solar filter)

• binoculars to project the sun’s 
  image on a white sheet of paper

• a viewer made with welding glass

• home-made cardboard box 
  viewers

• solar filter (provided by Professor
  Buzz Piersol)

The eclipse lasted from 
approximately 9:05 am until 11:45 
am, with the peak occurring at 
10:20 am.  

Observers noticed an overall 
dimming of sunlight (for half an 
hour, I didn’t need the sunglasses 
that I am always wearing outdoors!) 
and cooler temperature. We also 
noticed that the sunlight passing 
between tree leaves made for a 
beautiful display of multiple 
sun-crescent shadows on the 
wall of the Science-Mathematics 
building.

The solar eclipse coincided with 
my first astronomy class meeting 
of the semester, so it was a great 
opportunity to welcome them to the 
wonderful world of astronomy.

A group of about 20 homeschool 
students and parents were also 
able to attend.
The next solar eclipse in the area is 
expected on October 14, 2023.

Story & Photos by Jon Satko, Professor of Physics, Astronomy and Mathematics



Students help with Red Cross set-up

              
PC serves as Red Cross Evacuation Site for PIER FIRE

On August 29th the Red Cross came 
to Porterville College Student Center 
Conference Room and set-up as the 
base evacuation site for displaced 
citizens. They initially provided water, 
snacks/food, sources in town to house 
their large and small animals, and a 
place to meet other community members 
to console each other. Most important, 
they were all encouraged to register 
so family, friends, etc. could locate 
them to know they were safe. A few 
chose to stay and use the PC facilities 
where the PC gym was set up as 
the designated sleeping area, many 
chose to stay with family and friends 
or go to a motel. The Red Cross 
provided lunch and dinner to all 
evacuees in the Student Center 
which gave the community not only 
a meal but a way to stay in contact 
with each other. To date the Red 
Cross are still feeding all interested 
evacuees and will continue until the 
mandatory evacuation has been lifted 
and people can go home. Many 
donations of clothing, toiletries, etc. 
have been generously given by the 
community.  

As of Wednesday, September 12, 
2017 the acreage burned has been 
27,586 acres and 60% containment.  
A total of 1,780 personnel, 35 crews, 
eight helicopters, 125 engines,18 
dozers and 15 water tenders are 
working to contain the fire fully, which 
is estimated to occur approximately 
September 20th. The fire has been 
burning since August 29th. To date 
communities still under mandatory 
evacuation are: Camp Nelson, Sequoia 
Crest, Mountain Aire, Rogers Camp, 
Cedar Slope, Alpine, Doyle Springs, 
Wishon, and Pierpoint Springs. 
Released from mandatory evacuation 
have been Upper Rio Vista and Cow 
Mountain (Springville). Communities 
that were under voluntary evacuation 
but have been released are: Springville 
(town) and Ponderosa. Sequoia National 

Forest trails, roads and lands around 
the Pier Fire are closed. Cal Fire has 
closed Mountain Home State Forest 
and Tulare County has closed Balch Park.

A Base Camp was established at the 
Porterville Fairgrounds for firefighters 
coming from all over the nation to 
help with fire fight. This camp provides 
a place to sleep, eat, shower and 
receive briefings regarding the fire. 
The average ‘work shift’ for a 
firefighter is 16 hours. The same 
goes for operational management 
personnel such as those working in 
finance and logistics. 

Three Town Hall meetings provided 
by the California Interagency 
Management Team 5 took place 
in the PC Student Center to keep 
the evacuees and interested public 
updated. Most meetings were 
attended by 200+.  

At the peak of the fire, Red Cross 
served approximately 27 at lunch 
and 45-50 for dinner.  Approximately 
15-25 evacuees took advantage of 
using the PC Gym as the designated 
sleeping facility. Tulare County 
Animal Care and Adoption Services 
provided carriers and crates to help 
with housing the evacuee’s small 
domestic animals (dogs, cats) and 
PC Director of Maintenance & 
Operations designated a portion of 
the gym facilities for the animals to 
be housed.  Owners were instructed 
they needed to walk their pets every 
3 hours and oversee their feeding 
and care. For large animals,many 
community members with facilities, 
fields, etc. contacted the Red Cross 
for evacuees needing a place for 
their horses, cattle, etc. to stay.

Red Cross staff praised Porterville 
College and their staff stating they 
have never felt so welcomed and 
supported at a designated evacuation 
site. 

Contents of the story by Porterville Recorder, information from Arlitha Williams-Harmon and John Word

Base Camp at Porterville Fairgrounds for 
firefighters 

Photo taken from PC parking lot by a staff 
member


